The Key to Preserving and Protecting Rock Art
 is the Education of Today’s Youth 
In conjunction with the Colorado Rock Art Association annual symposium in La Junta this year, we would like to provide an educational experience for students in the area.  On Friday afternoon, May 2nd, we will go to a third grade class (or classes) at La Junta Intermediate School.  To convey our message of rock art preservation, we will use the Rock Art Legacy Trunk.  This educational outreach trunk belongs to the Southeastern Colorado Heritage Center in Pueblo but it was sponsored by the Colorado Archaeological Society, as well as the Pueblo Chapter. 
You may have seen the Rock Art Trunk displayed at one of our previous meetings.  Inside is everything we will need to provide an enrichment experience for students.  It is simple to use and is filled with photographs of rock art as well as examples of minerals, and even replica petroglyphs and pictographs.  After the slide show presentation to the entire group, volunteers will go into the individual classrooms and lead the students in a hands-on activity.  The activity will probably consist of “recording” rock art on paper, using a photograph with a transparent grid or creating a medallion necklace by carving a rock art image into the dried clay.  No matter the activity, the message will show the importance of preserving and protecting rock art. 
There will be a training session available to those who would like to help with this special education event; however, attendance is NOT mandatory.  The training session will be at the Southeastern Colorado Heritage Center in Pueblo on April 1st from 10:30 to noon.  At that time, you will see the presentation and become familiar with the activities.  If you would like to help, but can’t attend the training, we can arrange to meet early on the day of the event in La Junta (May 2), to go over the classroom plans for the afternoon.      
Educating students in La Junta about the importance of protecting rock art is especially important because of the abundance of sites in their area.  If you would like to help with the presentation on May 2nd, or you can attend the training session on April 1, please contact Eileen Gose at (719) 676-3249 or at gose@ghvalley.net.  If you have close up photographs of rock art you would like to donate to the project please contact Eileen for details.
The more volunteers we have, the more classrooms we can visit, and the more rock art we can protect!  
