CRAA Cortez Field Trips – Sunday May 17, 2009

1. Mesa Verde
Description: two trips will be offered, one in the morning and one in the afternoon. Rock art and archeology in seldom seen corners of the park with the rock art ”guru” of Montezuma county

Participant Max: 12-15 persons

Activity Level: easy to moderate hike within the park. Approximately 30 miles driving one way to the site.

Vehicle Type:  any vehicle/carpooling encouraged

Leader: Sally Cole/park service staff

2. Canyon of the Ancients
Description:  Ismay and Boulder Castle-Large boulder sites on the flanks of Cannonball Mesa and impressive habitation sites on the top of the mesa. Opportunities to visit rock art sites within Canyon of the Ancients. two trips morning and afternoon, with the father and daughter site stewards. 

Participant Max:  15

Activity Level: Moderate hikes with < 40 miles driving one way

Vehicle Type: Any
Leaders: David and Amanda Kill 
3. Ute Mountain Tribal Park

Description: two field trips through the Tribal Park Office; $27.00/person 

See the website : www.utemountainute.com for pictures and further description. This is a chance to visit Basketmaker through Ute rock art sites with the expert in archeoastronomy, Virginia Woolf.

Participant Max: < 20 per trip

Activity Level: moderate hiking with <20 miles driving

Vehicle Type: good dirt roads/ carpooling encouraged

Leader: Virginia Woolf and Tribal guides
4. Bluff, UT Sand Dune Site, Wolfman Panel
Description: 

Meet in parking lot of Recapture Lodge in Bluff, UT at 9AM.  Bluff is most accessible from Cortez by County Road G (McElmo Canyon Road) – drive time each way is approx. 90 min (Cortez-Bluff).  Food, water, gas, lodging available in Bluff.  Camping available in multiple locations in this area, including Sand Island and along Butler Wash (close to the Wolfman Panel).

The Dune Site is a wonderful collection of large panels on cliff face above the town of Bluff.  The Wolfman Panel is a striking panel with petroglyphs pecked into heavily patinated sandstone.  Depending on time available, several other sites in the area might be on the agenda.  For those who have not seen the Sand Island panels near the San Juan River, these are easily accessible and can be included in the trip depending on participant interest.

Participant Max: 15
Activity Level:  1 mile hiking total - easy to moderate scrambling - approx 60 miles one way (carpooling from Cortez, Dolores, or Bluff is recommended)

Equipment:
Water, lunch, boots, sunscreen, hat, camera!, bug spray

Vehicle Type: Any but moderate to high clearance recommended - approx 60 miles one way (carpooling from Cortez?)
Leader: Tom Getts

5. Bluff, UT – Mouth of Butler Wash
Description: One of the panels and the ruins will require crossing Butler Wash.  (Depending upon the amount of water flow).  The panels may be viewed without crossing the wash. The main panel is on the East Side of Butler Wash. It is about 300 ft long, with a mixture of Basketmaker, Anasazi, Ute, and Navajo Rock Art. This is not the Butler Wash Panel which is in the books. That panel is on the West side of Butler Wash, and is not accessible from this site. The leader believes this site is nearly as spectacular as the famous Butler Wash site.

This will be about a five hour trip not including the drive time to Bluff from Cortez (40 Miles).  If there is time and interest, after we get back to the highway, Larry knows of several nearby sites that do not require much walking that we can visit as well.
Participant Max:

Activity Level: moderate hiking <60 miles one way. 1-1/4 mile (one way) hike following an old stage road.  The vertical elevation change is about 300 feet. Good trail but moderately difficult up hill coming out.
Vehicle Type: The site is about 6 miles west of Bluff Utah.  The access is via an "easy" 4WD road about 2-1/2 miles.  The challenges are blow sand and slick rock, but not steep or water obstacles.
Leader:  Larry Evans

6. Paradox, Gypsum, Disappointment Valleys, CO 

Requirements :  An early start,  High clearance vehicles, Several hours roundtrip riving,   Hiking / Climbing stamina for the ambitious options,  Consultation ahead 

of time regarding your RA experience in these valleys and preferences to visit. 

 

RockArt Destinations:  GlenCanyonV,  Archaic,  BarrierCanyon,  

Basketmaker,   Gateway,    Paiute. This trip is for the more adventuresome with an opportunity to see some newly discovered sites in the area. Please contact Ed for more information and carpooling arrangements.  

 

Contact Trip Leader for more details: Ed Horton - horton-ed@juno.com
7.Possible third trip to the Bluff area with Douglas Reagan (waiting for confirmation) 

