Friday, May 14, 2010

Trip:  Pinon Canyon Maneuver Site/The Hogback

Leader:  Dr. Larry Loendorf

When:  May 14, 2010

Starting Time/Location:  8:00 a.m.:  Pinon Canyon Maneuver Site Cantonment Headquarters (25 miles east of Trinidad on Hwy 350)

Ending Time/Location: 5:00 p.m.:  Pinon Canyon Maneuver Site Cantonment Headquarters
Maximum Number: 10
Activity Level:  This will be a strenuous cross-country hike of 4 to 5 miles over rocky, steep terrain.
Description: The hogback is steep and the terrain is rocky with small boulders that turn ankles – rattlesnakes are common-- gnats can be so thick that breathing can be difficult.  Please do not plan to take this field excursion if you are not able to handle strenuous hiking up and down conditions.   No pets; no use of GPS instruments; no small children!

If participants want to learn on the Loendorf led field trip, they should read and have an understanding of the information in Thunder and Herds: Rock Art of the High Plains. 

Using the book as a guide, the field trip will begin on the “boulder sites” (see pages 52-56 in Thunder and Herds); we will then hike up the hogback to visit the Hogback Archaic site (page 71-72 in Thunder and Herds); next we will visit the Big Hands Hunter site ( see pages 94-103 in Thunder and Herds); we will hike across the cut in the hogback to see 5LA2626 (see seriation on page 37 in Thunder and Herds); we will hike to the Hogback 3 site (see pages 106-107 and other discussion in Thunder and Herds).

At this point we will check our progress and perhaps hike to other nearby sites on the hogback—otherwise will pull back to vehicles and travel to the top of the hogback. Here will visit several sites including the Stone Structure Site (pages 173-183 in Thunder and Herds) and The Petroform Site (pages 121-125 in Thunder and Herds); we will then hike down the hogback to 5LA5589 (pages 131-134 in Thunder and Herds); following the hike back to the top of the hogback we will travel to the Hogback proper site and hike from there to the Ancient Hogback site (pages 72-79 in Thunder and Herds).  
Equipment:  Water, lunch, sturdy walking shoes, sunscreen, hat, camera, rain jacket, sweater/jacket.  
Other:  Must sign “PCMS Tour Participation Form” which states:  (GPS) units are not permitted…photographs and video…will be restricted to sites/locations as designated by Fort Carson personnel.
Vehicle Required:  SUV type, no sedans
Approximate One Way Distance from Trinidad:  25 miles

Trip:  Pinon Canyon Maneuver Site
Leaders:  Pamela Miller, Cultural Resources Program Manager/Fort Carson 
  
      Environmental Division 


      Mark Owens, Sr. Program Archaeologist/Fort Carson Environmental   
  
       Division


When:  May 14, 2010
Starting Time/Location:  8:00 a.m.:  Pinon Canyon Maneuver Site Cantonment Headquarters (25 miles east of Trinidad on Hwy 350)

Ending Time/Location: 5:00 p.m.:  Pinon Canyon Maneuver Site Cantonment Headquarters

Maximum Number:  30
Activity Level:  Short hikes to rock art sites of less than .5 miles over moderate terrain.
Description:  This tour will encompass a variety of rock art types, styles, and temporal periods. Sites we will visit include, Cross Ranch Game Drive, Cowboy Springs, Sitting Bear, Rock Crossing, Bear Dance, the Hogback and possible a couple more, time permitting.
Equipment:  Water, lunch, sturdy walking shoes, sunscreen, hat, camera, rain jacket, sweater/jacket.  
Vehicle Required:  SUV type, no sedans
Other:  Must sign “PCMS Tour Participation Form” which states:  (GPS) units are not permitted…photographs and video…will be restricted to sites/locations as designated by Fort Carson personnel.
Approximate One Way Distance from Trinidad:  25 miles
Sunday, May 16, 2010
Trip:  Cramer Site on the Apishapa River

Leader:  Bill Tilley

When:  Sunday, May 16, 2010

Starting Time/Location:  9:00 a.m.:  Louden-Henritze Archaeology Museum on the Trinidad State Junior College Campus
Ending Time/Location:   4:00 pm.:  At the end of the field trip participants can drive 40 miles west straight back to I25 on Highway 10

Maximum Number:  20
Activity Level:  Approximately 2.0 to 3.0 miles of somewhat strenuous walking over moderately difficult terrain that includes going up and down bluffs and small canyons.

Description: The Cramer site consists of three large stone enclosures, circular in shape, with diameters ranging between 16 ft. to 25 ft.   The three enclosures seem to form a triangular shaped grouping.  This grouping is then enclosed by an outer perimeter of stone walls.  These stone walls consist of rock slabs placed vertically in a trench and supported by other rows of horizontally and vertically placed rock slabs.  The architectural effect as you walk up on the Cramer site is rather dramatic.   Several archaeologists have even dubbed the Cramer site as a plains version of “Stonehenge”.

The Cramer site has been visited by a who’s who of Southeastern Colorado archaeologists including:  E, B. Renaud in 1920, N.W. Dondelinger and Robert Tatum in 1941, and Hal Chase and Robert Stigler in 1949.  In 1985, James Gunnerson, along with the University of Nebraska, undertook an extensive excavation of the Cramer site along with several other nearby sites that Renaud had noted along the Apishapa Canyon.  Due to similar construction techniques, Gunnerson classified these sites as “Classic Apishapa”, which dates them to the 1300’s.

We plan to visit other Apishapa Phase sites, including the Canterbury and Munsell sites, which are located near the Cramer Site.  We will also visit the many, many nearby rock art sites which are some of the best in southeastern Colorado

Equipment:  Water, lunch, sturdy walking shoes, sunscreen, hat, camera, rain jacket, sweater/jacket.  

Other:  

Approximate One Way Distance from Trinidad:  40 miles

Trip:  Northeastern New Mexico Rock Art

Leader:  Nancy Robertson

When:  Sunday, May 16, 2010
Activity Level:  Short hikes of less than 1 mile over moderate terrain.
Starting Time/Location:  9:00 a.m.:  Raton Visitors Center:  Take exit 451 off of I25 then follow signs.
Ending Time/Location:   3:00 p.m.:  Participants can choose to drive back to Trinidad on Highway 160 (50 miles) rather than back track to Raton.
Maximum Number:  20
Description:  Northeast corner of Eagle Tail [Bull Pasture], and columnar basalt at the Southeast corner of Round Mesa [Water tank].  After lunch Smith Dike near Trinchera and cowboy art if time permits.
Equipment:  Water, lunch, sturdy walking shoes, sunscreen, hat, camera, rain jacket, sweater/jacket.  

Other:

Vehicle Type:  SUV type, no sedans
Approximate One Way Distance from Trinidad:  22 miles to Raton, additional driving to Rock Art sites.
Trip:  Trinchera Rock Shelter & Cowboy Rock Art
Leader:  Warren Nolan
When:  Sunday, May 16, 2010
Activity Level:  Short hikes of less than 1 mile over moderate terrain.
Starting Time/Location:  8:00 a.m.:  Louden-Henritze Archaeology Museum on the Trinidad State Junior College Campus
Ending Time/Location:   3:00 p.m.:  Participants can choose to drive back to Trinidad on Highway 160 (50 miles) rather than back track to Raton.
Maximum Number:  15
Description:  In the morning we will visit the Trinchera Rock Shelter.  We will eat our lunches at the shelter and then around noon we will drive on to the Caldwell Dike where we will view three kinds of rock art:  cowboy, Spanish, and native American.  Visit the following links for information about Trinchera Rock Shelter:  http://www.nationalregisterofhistoricplaces.com/CO/Las+Animas/state.html, www.indianpeaksarchaeology.org/Calumet/Calumet2006-11.pdf
Equipment:  Water, lunch, sturdy walking shoes, sunscreen, hat, camera, rain jacket, sweater/jacket.  

Other:  This can be done as a half day trip if only going to the Trinchera Rock Shelter
Vehicle Type:  SUV Type, no sedans
Approximate One Way Distance from Trinidad:  25 miles if only going to the Trinchera Rock Shelter/50 miles if going on to the Caldwell Dike.
